RAVAILLAC

RAVENNA

4byss   and   The   Revolution   of
Nihilism  (both published 1941).

Ravaillac, FRANCOIS (c. 1578-
1610). Assassin of Henry IV of
France. Born at Angouleme, he
was a valet and schoolmaster there,
later entering a religious order,
from which he was expelled. He
claimed to have received super-
natural visions, and, hearing that
Henry IV of France was about to
declare war on the Pope, went to
Paris and fatally stabbed the king
in the rue de la Ferronneric, May
14, 1610. He was arrested red-
handed and put to death by tor-
ture on Ma}T 27, 1610.

Rava Russka. Town formerly
in Austria-Hungary, then in
Poland, from 1945 in Russia. It
is 33 ni. N.N.W. of Lvov. An
old castle here was later used as a
religious establishment. The town
gave its name to battles in the First
Great War. The best-known was
between the Russians and the
Austrians, in Sept., 1914, some-
times called the battle of the
Grodek line. Rava Russka was
included in the Russian zone after
the partition of Poland in Sept.,
1939, and was occupied by German
troops soon after the Nazi attack
on Russia in June, 1941. The town
was recaptured by units of the 1st
Ukrainian army, July 20, 1944.

Ravel, MAUBICB JOSEPH (1875-
1937), French composer. Son of a
Basque mother and Franco-Swiss
father, he was
born near St.
Jean de Luz,
March 7, 1875,
and studied at
the Paris con-
servatoire,
where he was a
pupil of Faure.
The overture
Scheherazade,
1899, was one
orchestral works,

Maurice Ravel,
French composer

of his  earliest

and his Allegro for strings and
harp, 1905, later proved popular.
An impressionist, influenced by
Debussy, he wrote the music for
Diaghilev's ballet Daphnis et
Chloe, 1909, the ballet opera
L'Enfant et les Sortileges ; these,
and a piano concerto were his main
large-scale works. Ho excelled also
at piano compositions, chamber
music, and songs. His best known
piano works included Gaspard de
la Nuit, Jeux d'Eau, Pavane pour
une Infante definite, Valses Nobles
et Sentimentales, and Le Tombeau
de Couperin, the last three being
later scored for orchestra. His
other works included Ma Mere
TOye, La Valse, and his most
popular piece, Bolero. Ravel had

Raven, a bird of
the crow family

the restraint and detachment of
the classic school marked by great
originality of harmony. He was
made director of the Conservatoire
American! at Fontainebleau in
1934. He died Dec. 28, 1937. Con-
suit Lives, M. Roland, 1945; N.
Demuth, 1948.

Ravelin (Ital. rivdlino). En-
trenchment having two faces form-
ing a salient towards the enemy,
It is generally used in front of that
part of the fortification which has
a straight face, but affords a cer-
tain amount of flanking and en-
filade fire against attacking troops.
See Fortification.

Raven (Corvus cor ax]. Large
bird of the crow family. It is
found throughout the N. portions
of both hemi-
spheres. Its
plumage is black
with purple re-
flections, and it
is about 25 ins.
in length. The
beak is notably
strong and mas-
sive. The raven
was formerly
common
throughout Great Britain, but is
now found only in mountainous
and secluded districts, more
especially about the N. shores of
Scotland and in the western is-
lands. A few pairs still breed on
the rocky coasts of S.W. England
and in Wales. This is a powerful
bird on the wing and soars high in
the air, but it rises from the ground
in a slow and flapping fashion.

It begins nest-building in Jan.
choosing for the site a ledge on
some inaccessible cliff, though occa-
sionally the nest has been found
in a tree. The same nest is used
year after year, and the birds pair
for life. The raven is omnivorous ;
and all kinds of animal food, eggs,
fruit, grain, insects, and grubs are
readily devoured. Small lambs and
rabbits are sometimes attacked
and eaten, but usually only sickly
or injured animals are chosen. In
captivity the raven makes an
intelligent, amusing, but mischiev-
ous pet, like Grip in Barnaby
Rudge. See Eggs colour plate.

Raven, CHAKLES EABLE (b.
1885). British theologian and nat-
uralist. Born July 4, 1885, he was
educated at Uppiugham and Cains
college, Cambridge. Ordained in
1909, he became dean and lecturer
in theology at Emmanuel college,
Cambridge, a position he occupied
until 1920. After holding canonries
and chaplaincies and being chan-
cellor of Liverpool, he was chosen
regius professor of divinity at Cam-

L. Raven-Hill,
British artist

bridge, 1932, and was master of
Christ's college from 1939. Apart
from his scholarly theological
works, Raven was' a writer on
natural history, e.g. English Natur-
alists from Xeckham to" Ray, 1947,
was awarded the James Tait Black
prize. War and the Christian,
1938, was a timely essay.
Raven-Hill, LEON ABB US67-
1942). British aitist. Born at
Bath, March 10, 1MJ7, he was edu-
cated at Bristol
grammar school,
and studied art
at Lambeth and
in Paris under
Bouguereau. He
first exhibited
at the Salon in
1886 and at the
Pv.A. in 1SS9.
Art editor of Pick-me-up, then of
The Butterfly, which he founded
in 1893, lie" first contributed to
Punch in 1895, and acted as
" second " cartoonist from Sam-
bourne's death in 1910, until he-
retired in 1935. With keen sense of
character and design, owing much
to the influence of Keene, he illus-
trated Kipling's Stalky and Co.,
and his last picture in Punch
showed in colour Kipling as the
Empire's laureate. Raven-Hill
excelled in sporting and boating
scenes. He died at Ryde, March
31, 1942.
Ravenna. Prov. of N.E. Italy,
in Emilia, and bordering on the
Adriatic Sea. A fertile plain, it is
low-lying in the coastal district.
and marshy in the N. Well watered
by streams flowing from the Apen-
nines and intersected by canals,
it produces rice, hemp, cereals, oil,
wine, and chestnuts. The manu-
factures include faience ware,
glass, paper, silk, linen, and leather
articles. Its area is 715 sq. m.
Population (1951) 292,681.
Ravenna. City of Italy, capital
of Ravenna prov. It stands in a
marshy plain, on the Fiumi Uniti
(united rivers) Montone and Ronco,
6 m. from the Adriatic, 44 m.
E.S.E. of Bologna. It is still sur-
rounded by old walls which were
once washed by the waters of the
Adriatic. Of very ancient origin,
it is second only to Rome in the
importance of its early Christian
art, and is unrivalled in the West
as a place for studying Byzantine
culture. During c/404-493 it was
the capital of the West Its
archbishopric was founded in 493,
its cathedral in the 4th century S.
Giovanni Evangelists, destroyed in
the Second Great War, dated from
425. S. Vitale dates from 526.
S. Apollinare in Classe Fuori. 535